LOCAL HISTORIAN HONOURED

A local historian was presented with a county award in recognition of her contribution to local history.  The Hertfordshire Association for Local History presented Scilla Douglas of Hitchin with her award at the 2014 Spring Meeting at St. Mary’s Church, Redbourn on 10 May.
Having grown up in Hitchin and attended Hitchin Girl’s School Scilla Douglas got involved in the Hitchin Historical Society in its early days and been a very active member of the society for over 30 years as a Committee member, Chairman and now as President.

As Membership Secretary she encouraged the growth of the Society which now has well over 400 members. 

For 18 years she has been joint editor for the Society editing 25 substantial books, and several smaller publications, such as Trails and ‘Hitchin Initiative’ leaflets. This has involved supporting experienced and new authors, and sharing her own researches, liaising with printers, understanding the financing of such ventures, organizing lively and enjoyable ‘Book Launches’ and encouraging the sales for months and years afterwards.

She has also been closely involved in many initiatives and events such as: preventing the ancient road bridge over the River Hiz in Bridge Street from being demolished, the removal of ‘The Cabbies’ Hut’ from Hitchin Railway Station car park and relocation in the Market Place, the removal of ‘The History of Hitchin’ Mural from a shop façade in Brand Street, before its demolition, to the south wall of Hitchin Library in Paynes Park, masterminding the ‘Blue Plaque Scheme’ for Hitchin and organising the 150 anniversary celebrations of the coming of the Great Northern Railway to Hitchin.

She has advancement of the cause of local history in Hitchin by creating an Archive of School Life at Hitchin Girls’ School and writing and editing the history of the school in ‘The School on the Hill’  She is also an energetic volunteer at the British Schools site in Queen Street, Hitchin, turning her hand to any tasks which need tackling!
By her efforts for the Historical Society, and for the Girls’ School and the British Schools Museum, Scilla has seized every opportunity to foster interest and nourished enthusiasm in other people, for their local history. She has successfully championed its significance and its relevance for today’s residents and visitors.

Scilla Douglas is a true ‘Hitchin Worthy’ 

The Awards, which are presented each year, are made as a means of publicly honouring those who have made an outstanding and significant contribution to local history.  This contribution might include teaching, writing articles and books and supporting a local history society or museum but, most importantly, enthusing others to appreciate the history of their locality.

“Interest in local history has grown significantly recently as can be seen by the rising number of TV and radio programmes devoted to the subject.” said David Short, Awards Secretary of the Hertfordshire Association for Local History.  “The purpose of the Association is to encourage and assist the study of local history throughout the county as an academic discipline and as a rewarding leisure pursuit for both individuals and groups”.
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