
 

 

The Battle of Barnet Project 

Sam Wilson 
 

Sam Wilson is a Battlefield Archaeologist and 

post graduate researcher at Huddersfield 

University. He is currently directing the 

fieldwork for the Barnet Battlefield project. 

The Battle of Barnet was a key battle in 

the series of conflicts now known as the Wars 

of the Roses. It took place near Barnet on 

Easter Sunday 14 April 1471. Despite the 

importance of this battle, however, the exact 

location of the battlefield has long been 

disputed and the aim of the Barnet Battlefield 

Survey is to resolve the issue once and for all. 

The first stage of the project comprised 

surveys which have been undertaken by a 

team led by Glenn Foard. Glenn is a profes-

sional archaeologist and has been Reader in 

Battlefield Archaeology at the University of 

Huddersfield since 2010. The other members 

of the team are Tracey Partida, a landscape 
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archaeologist, and Sam Wilson, who is an 

archaeologist and armaments expert. This 

initial survey of documents, including maps, 

and of the landscape was funded by the 

Hadley Trust, a local Barnet charity, and was 

undertaken in collaboration with Barnet 

Museum, the Barnet Society and the Battle-

fields Trust. The findings of the survey will 

form the basis of a bid, to be presented to the 

Heritage Lottery Fund, seeking second stage 

funding for subsequent archaeological exami-

nations of possible sites of the battle. Such 

funding will also allow community involvement 

in the project. 

Glenn launched the Barnet Battlefield 

Survey at the HALH Spring Meeting in 2015. 

The symposium, therefore, will provide an 

opportunity for Sam to update us on how the 

project is progressing. 

HALH Symposium 2016 

Hertfordshire at war through the centuries 
 

This year’s symposium will be held on Saturday 12 November 2016 at Ewen Hall, 

Barnet. The subject will be ‘Hertfordshire at war through the centuries’. There 

will be talks dealing with the archaeology and historical context for Hertford-

shire’s three battles during the so-called ‘Wars of the Roses’. No battles occurred 

within Hertfordshire during the English Civil War, but the county was nonethe-

less called upon to play its part in supporting the Parliamentary side in terms of 

men and resources. This subject too will be covered in the symposium, as will the 

role played by Hertfordshire’s citizens during the world wars of the twentieth 

century. Further details and a booking form can be found on page iv.  
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Three Hertfordshire Wars of the Roses 

battles in context  

Peter Burley 
 

Peter Burley lives in St Albans. He read 

history at the University of York, followed by 

research at UCL. He maintained his interest 

and activity in history while pursuing a career 

in local government and then the regulation of 

health professions. He has had two books 

published, the most recent one being The 

Battles of St Albans, written in collaboration 

with Harvey Watson and Mike Elliott (2007). 

He is a member of the Battlefields Trust and 

serves on the St Albans New Museums and 

Galleries Advisory Group. 

Three battles took place in Hertfordshire 

during the Wars of the Roses (St Albans 1455 

and 1461, and Barnet 1471). Peter will set 

these battles in the context of the conflict as a 

whole, as well as the archaeology of the 

period, the geography of the wars, and their 

impact on society. He will then talk in some 

detail about the battles which took place in or 

around St Albans. 

 

Hertfordshire families and the English 

Civil War  

Alan Thomson 
 

Dr Alan Thomson lives in Ware and is now 

retired after teaching in higher education 

institutions in Hertford, Aldenham and 

Hatfield. He has written books on the Ware 

Mutiny 1647 and the impact of the First Civil 

War on Hertfordshire. He is chairman of the 

Hertfordshire Record Society and the Hert-

ford & Ware Local History Society, and gives 

talks to local history societies and community 

groups. 

In his talk Alan will examine how Hertford-

shire became involved in the Civil War, how it 

was organised, and what financial and military 

demands were made upon it. He will also look 

at how the population took sides in the 

conflict. He will then describe the various 

ways in which war impacted upon the county; 

for example, in the work of local committees 

and the billeting of troops upon the citizenry. 

Finally, he will ask whether the war brought 

about a social revolution in the locality and 

what its long-term effects might have been on 

life in the county. 

 

The Home Front during World War I 

Julie Moore 
 

Dr Julie Moore lives in Welwyn Garden City 

and is a member of the University of Hert-

fordshire’s Heritage Hub which supports local 

groups, museums and individuals in their 

research. One of their current projects is the 

Everyday Lives in War centre, which is focusing 

on the ways in which the First World War 

had an impact on daily life.  

In her talk Julie will show how all members 

of the population were drawn into supporting 

the men who were sent overseas to fight. 

Factories went over to war production to 

keep the military supplied and women were 

called upon to take the place of those who 

joined the armed forces. The war at sea had 

consequences for the amount of food coming 

in to the country, and everybody was called 

upon to do their bit in avoiding waste and 

saving fuel. No family was left untouched by 

the war and yet, amongst all the upheaval, life 

did go on.  

 

Salisbury Hall and the de Havilland 

Aircraft Company 

Alistair Hodgson 
 

Alistair Hodgson is a Chartered Engineer and 

works as a partner in an engineering consul-

tancy. Although he has never worked in the 

aviation industry, he has a lifelong interest in 

aircraft and particularly in naval aviation. In 

2006 he joined the de Havilland Museum and 

was given custody of their Sea Venom, a naval 

jet fighter dating from the 1950s. He is now 

the Keeper of the Museum’s small collection 

of naval aircraft and leads the team restoring 

the Sea Venom.  He also oversees the conser-

vation of the Museum’s other military jet 

aircraft. 

In his talk Alistair will look at the history of 

Salisbury Hall and show how, during the 

Second World War, it became an outpost of 

the Hatfield-based de Havilland Company. It 

was here that the famous Mosquito was  

designed and where the first prototype was 

built. He will then look at how, after the War, 

the Hall became Britain’s first Aviation 

Museum, and will go on to outline the work of 

the Museum today through the restoration 

work being undertaken on its collection of 

historic de Havilland aircraft. 
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The symposium will feature a number 

of women who once resided in the 

county and led very notable and 

colourful lives. The choice is obviously 

very wide, but those currently under 

consideration include: 
 

 Lady Constance Georgina Bulwer-

Lytton (1869-1923) of Knebworth 

who became notorious for her 

militant career as a suffragette. 
 

 Eleanor Anne Ormerod (1828-

1901) who lived at St Albans and 

became a leading entomologist. 
 

 Jane Wenham (died 1730) who 

lived in Walkern and whose trial 

for witchcraft in 1712 became a 

national sensation. 
 

 Florence Barclay, née Charles-

worth (1862-1921), a clergyman’s 

wife who lived at Hertford Heath 

and became a best-selling author of 

romantic fiction following the 

publication in 1909 of her novel 

The Rosary.   
 

 Lady Eleanor Davies, née Touchet 

(1590-1652), the wife of the 

Attorney-General who lived at 

Pirton and achieved notoriety as a 

prophetess, for which she suffered 

imprisonment on several occasions. 
 

 Lady Caroline Lamb, née Ponsonby 

(1785-1828) of Brocket Hall, wife 

of the future Prime Minister 

Viscount Melbourne, who wrote a 

series of novels and had a scandal-

ous relationship with Lord Byron. 
 

 Anne Fanshawe, née Harrison 

(1625-80), who lived at Balls Park, 

Hertford and who wrote a colour-

ful memoir of her European travels 

with her diplomat husband Richard 

Fanshawe.  

HALH Symposium 2017 
 

The symposium will take place on 

Saturday 11 November 2017 at 

the British Schools Museum in 

Hitchin.  The theme will be 

‘Women of Hertfordshire’. 

 

HERTFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION 

FOR LOCAL HISTORY 
 

CASH ACCOUNTS SUMMARY, 2015 
 

 Year   Year to 

         2015       2014-15 

   (£ rounded)  (£ rounded) 
 

RECEIPTS 

Subscriptions 2073 2268 

Donations       0     93 

Interest     37     34 

Events (net)   899   598 
 

Total 3009 2993 
 

PAYMENTS 

Herts Past & Present (net) 1674 1537 

AGM / Membership   274   554 

BALH subscription  

& insurance     65     65 
Website, etc.   170   195 

General administration       0   108 

Donations   125       0 
 

Total 2308 2459 
 

Cash increase for the year   701   534 

 

A five-year History of Receipts/Payments 

is available to view on: 

www.gov.uk/charity-commission 
 

Chris Brimblecombe (Hon. Treasurer) 

HALH Spring Meeting & AGM 2017 
 

The next Spring Meeting and Annual General 

Meeting of HALH will take place on Saturday 

13 May 2017 at Place House Hall, Bluecoat 

Yard, Ware. 

Place House is a Grade I Listed Building. It was 

originally the manor house of Ware, but in the late 

seventeenth century it was acquired by the Christ’s 

Hospital Foundation for accommodating children 

sent out of London to live in the country. Today it is 

owned by the Hertfordshire Building Preservation 

Trust which oversaw its restoration in 1977-78. The 

Trust will be our hosts for the Spring Meeting. 

The Lionel Munby lecture will be delivered as usual 

in the afternoon after the AGM. The speaker on this 

occasion will be Yasmin Shariff, a principal of Dennis 

Sharp Architects and a former Chairman of the Herts 

Association of Architects. The subject of her talk will 

be the life and work of Mary Medd, née Crowley 

(1907-2005), who played a leading role in the 

development of Hertfordshire’s education premises 

in the 1950s. 
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Contact Address 
Do you have any item you would like included in either News & Events or in our journal? 

Does your society have a website you would like mentioned? Please send material to either: 

Ruth Jeavons, 44 Necton Road, Wheathampstead, St Albans, Herts AL4 8AU 

(email: ruth.jeavons@ntlworld.com); or 

Philip Sheail, 41 Cowper Crescent, Hertford SG14 3DZ  (email: philip@sheail.com) 

 (Deadlines: third week of January, August) 

 

HERTFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION FOR LOCAL HISTORY 

37th ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 
Saturday 12 November 2016 

10.00am to 4.30pm 

Ewen Hall, Wood Street, Barnet EN5 4BW 
 

Hertfordshire at war through the centuries 
 

The programme is likely to include talks on: 
 

The Battle of Barnet Project (Sam Wilson and team) 

Three Hertfordshire Wars of the Roses battles in context (Peter Burley) 

Hertfordshire families and the English Civil War (Alan Thomson) 

The Home Front during World War I (Dr Julie Moore) 

Salisbury Hall and the de Havilland Aircraft Company (Alistair Hodgson) 
 

Tickets £12 for members of HALH; £15 for non-members. 

A simple hot lunch will be available for those who have booked in advance at a cost of 

£11.00.  A vegetarian option will be available.  Or bring a packed lunch. 
 

To order tickets please complete the form below and send by 31 October with your 

cheque (payable to the HALH) and an SAE to: 
 

Ruth Jeavons, 44 Necton Road, Wheathampstead, St Albans, Herts AL4 8AU 

Tel:  01582 629516         email: ruth.jeavons@ntlworld.com 

 

NB.  Tickets, programme and directions will be posted in October.  If you require a 

receipt before then, please supply an email address or a second SAE. 

 
 

APPLICATION FORM 
 

Name 
 

Address 

 
 

 

Tel. No. or email address 
 

Name(s) for badge(s) 
 

Please send ……. tickets at £12 and/or ……. tickets at £15 
 

Please send ……. tickets for lunch at £11.00 each 
 

Tick this box if you require a vegetarian lunch 
 

Tick this box if you have any food allergies or special dietary requirements 

(please give details on a separate sheet) 
 

Please book a display table for …………………………………………………….. Society 


