
 

 

The HALH Chairman, Dr Julie Moore, will 

open the morning session at 11.00. Linda 

Gilley will then give us an introduction to her 

home parish of Tewin and tell us about the 

history of the village. 

We will then have a series of short talks 

from the following: the Lowewood Museum, 

Hoddesdon (who will talk to us about their 

current project on the diaries of Lieutenant 

Stephen Warner), the Rickmansworth    

Historical Society, the Tring Local History 

Society, the Watford and District Industrial 

Society, the Wheathampstead Pubs Research 

Project, and the Community Archives Project. 

The morning session will be rounded off 

with readings from the diaries of the Bramfield 

farmer, John Carrington. During the lunch 

break we will have the opportunity of visiting 

the church of St Peter in Tewin.  

The afternoon session will commence with 

the AGM, followed by the Lionel Munby 

lecture. This year our speaker will be Dr Ceri 

Houlbrook of the University of Hertfordshire, 

who will talk to us about ‘The Concealed-

Revealed’ Project. This project is currently 

being undertaken by the University and looks 

at a particular aspect of ritual and folklore in 

the British Isles (see page ii). 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Saturday 19 May 2018 HALH Spring Meeting and AGM, Tewin 

Saturday 30 June 2018 Summer Visit, Hinxworth Place, Hinxworth 

Saturday 10 November 2018 Symposium:  From Roman City to New Towns, Lemsford 

website:  www.halh.org.uk  

HALH Spring Meeting and AGM 2018 
 

The next Spring Meeting and Annual General Meeting of HALH 

will take place on Saturday 19 May 2018 at Tewin Memorial Hall, 

11A Lower Green Rd, Tewin, Welwyn AL6 0JX. Admission is free 

for HALH members, £2 for visitors. 
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(Charity Number 280499) 
 

News and Events 
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The Stephen Warner diaries project 
 

Stephen Alfred Warner (1880–1948) was the 

great-grandson of the Hoddesdon bell found-

er, John Warner. He trained as a solicitor, but 

was also a keen antiquarian, botanist and 

horticulturist. When war broke out in 1914 

he served initially in the Royal Army Medical 

Corps. He then became a Second Lieutenant 

in the 9th Battalion Essex Regiment, where he 

served with distinction and was awarded the 

Military Cross. After the war, he took up 

academic work and lived at Lincoln College, 

Oxford, where he wrote and illustrated a 

number of books on antiquarian subjects. He 

also kept a house at Alton, Hampshire where 

he was joint curator of the Curtis Museum.   

Stephen kept a diary throughout World 

War One and these are held by Lowewood 

Museum. The Museum has now embarked on 

a project called Stephen Warner – One Man’s 

Journey Through War, which explores Stephen’s 

war-time experiences and presents them as a 

series of community projects. In July 2018 the 

project will come together in an exhibition at 

Lowewood Museum marking 100 years since 

the end of the war.   

The Museum is looking for volunteers to 

assist with the project. 
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moved to Hinxworth Place in 1966 where 

they still live. 

John served in part-time teaching posts in 

the UK and USA, and has been a leading figure 

in professional bodies such as the Royal British 

Society of Sculptors. Many of his public sculp-

tures in the UK can be found in London, 

including the Monument to The Women of 

World War II in Whitehall, unveiled in 2005 

by Her Majesty the Queen, and the National 

Memorial to Firefighters, unveiled by Elizabeth 

the Queen Mother in 1991. His sculptures 

located in Hertfordshire include ‘Boy with 

Cat’ at Highfields, Hemel Hempstead; ‘Lion’ at 

Ward Freeman School, Buntingford; and ‘The 

Risen Christ’ at St Mary’s Church, Ashwell. 

Over the years John has won a number of 

design competitions, especially with his de-

signs for new coinage produced by the Royal 

Mint during the 1990s. He has also written 

books and articles on sculpting techniques and 

on working in different types of media. 

Hinxworth Place is a medieval manor house. 

During the 1960s it was divided in two, the 

greater part being acquired by the sculptor, 

John W. Mills, and his wife, the dancer Jose-

phine De Marne, for their family home and his 

sculpture studio. Married in 1953, they have 

two children, Dylan and Andrea. 

The Mills were both born in London. John 

trained at Hammersmith School of Art and 

then, after National Service, at the Royal 

College of Art. Jo studied at the Ballet Ram-

bert until becoming a professional dancer on 

the London stage. She joined a French Ballet 

Company in 1954 and toured with them in 

Europe for some five years before returning 

to London where she continued working in 

the theatre until their son Dylan was born. 

After John’s graduation from the RCA he 

was invited in 1962 to be a Fellow of the 

Digswell Arts Trust in Hertfordshire near 

Welwyn Garden City. This became the   

family’s home and John’s workplace until they 

HALH Summer Visit 2018 
 

This year’s HALH Summer Visit will take place on Saturday 30 June 2018 at 

Hinxworth Place near Baldock, where we will be the guests of the owners, 

John and Jo Mills. A booking form for the visit can be found on page iv. 

The Lionel Munby Lecture, 2018 
 

This year’s Lionel Munby lecture will be deliv-

ered by Dr Ceri Houlbrook. Ceri graduated 

from the University of Manchester where in 

2014 she completed her PhD on the archaeol-

ogy and heritage of the British coin-tree. She 

joined the University of Hertfordshire in 2015 

as a Postdoctoral Researcher, and has pursued 

research into the heritage and material culture 

of ritual and folklore in the British Isles from 

c.1700 to the present day. She has published a 

number of journal articles on this subject and 

has co-edited a volume The Materiality of Magic 

which looks at the artefacts associated with 

ritual practices and popular beliefs.  

The Concealed-Revealed Project is current-

ly being undertaken by the University of 

Hertfordshire. Its aim is to explore the very 

old custom of hiding objects within houses in 

the belief that they will keep bad luck at bay. 

Such objects may comprise a shoe hidden up a 

chimney breast, a mummified cat in the roof 

space, a child’s cap in a wall cavity, or a horse 

skull under the floorboards. From time to 

time these and similar objects come to light as 

the owners of older properties carry out 

renovations. Finding such objects can be 

surprising and sometimes disturbing. In most 

cases it seems they were deliberately con-

cealed and this raises many questions. When 

were they put there? – and why? – and by 

whom?  

Ceri will talk about what these objects might 

have meant to the people who originally 

concealed them and how today’s owners react 

when they come across them in their homes. 

As far as is known, there are no historical 

texts which explain the practice, so we have 

to rely on material evidence. To this end, the 

Concealed-Revealed Project is appealing to 

the public to let them know about any old 

objects which they may find in their homes in 

an unusual location. Clearly, the more people 

who respond to this appeal, the more we may 

learn about this mysterious practice. 
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• The Roman city of Verulamium, 

first marked out by a detachment 

of Roman soldiers shortly after the 

Claudian invasion of AD 43, and 

going on to serve as an important 

settlement for the next 400 years.  
 

• The Saxon and Medieval Towns, 

drawing on examples from across 

the county and examining why they 

were built, their layout, and the 

reasons why they flourished or 

declined. 

 

• Heronsgate, on the outskirts of 

Chorleywood, a settlement 

founded by the Chartist Coopera-

tive Land Company in 1846 with 

the aim of resettling industrial 

workers from the cities on small-

holdings. 
 

• A series of short talks describing 

how some of Hertfordshire’s 

towns fared during key periods in 

their history. This will include 

portraits of St Albans and Hertford 

in the eighteenth century. 

 

HALH Symposium 2018 
From Roman City to New Towns 
 

The symposium will take place on Saturday 10 November 2018 at 

Lemsford Village Hall, near Welwyn Garden City. The theme will 

be ‘planned settlements’ and we shall be ranging across the 

centuries and looking at widely different types of development. 

 

HERTFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION 

FOR LOCAL HISTORY 
 

CASH ACCOUNTS SUMMARY, 2017 
(For year ended 31 December 2017) 

 

 Year   Year to 

         2016         2017 

   (£ rounded)  (£ rounded) 
 

RECEIPTS 

Subscriptions 2451 2341 

Donations   170       0 

Interest     35     18 

Events (net)   238   524 
 

Total 2894 2883 
 

PAYMENTS 

Herts Past & Present (net) 1419 1410 

AGM / Membership   596   532 

BALH subscription  
& insurance     65     75 

Website, etc.   125   182 

General administration     57   100 

Donations       0       0 
 

Total 2262 2299 
 

Cash increase for the year   632   584 
 

Further details on request and/or at the AGM to be 

held on Saturday 19 May 2018 (see page i) 
 

Chris Brimblecombe (Hon. Treasurer) 

In the early 1900s Hertfordshire was at the 

forefront of the Garden City Movement, while 

in the late 1940s it became the prime location 

for the ‘New Towns’.  

The Garden City Movement arose in re-

sponse to the perceived ill-effects of the 

massive and piecemeal suburban growth of 

London and other major conurbations in the 

Victorian and interwar periods. Such urban 

growth, it was claimed, produced communities 

which lacked a proper balance between hous-

ing, industry, shopping, amenities and open 

space, and created a wasteful amount of 

commuter travel between suburb and city 

centre. The movement’s ideals found practical 

expression in the Garden Cities of Letch-

worth and Welwyn, and later in the New 

Towns of Stevenage, Hemel Hempstead and 

Hatfield. It is now over 100 years since the 

founding of Letchworth. Welwyn Garden City 

will celebrate its centenary in 2020, while the 

New Towns are now in their seventieth year. 

It is thus an opportune time to look back and 

see how far their promise has been fulfilled. 

Hertfordshire, of course, has seen many 

other types of urban settlements over the 

centuries, and the symposium will include talks 

on some of these developments. The pro-

gramme has yet to be finalised, but it will 

include the following subjects:  
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Contact Address 
Do you have any item you would like included in our journal Herts Past & Present? 

Does your society have a website you would like mentioned? Please send material to either: 

Ruth Jeavons, 44 Necton Road, Wheathampstead, St Albans, Herts AL4 8AU 

(email: ruth.jeavons@ntlworld.com); or 

Philip Sheail, 41 Cowper Crescent, Hertford SG14 3DZ  (email: philip@sheail.com) 

 (Deadlines: third week of January, July) 

 

 

HERTFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION FOR LOCAL HISTORY 
 

SUMMER  VISIT 
 

Hinxworth Place, Hinxworth, Baldock SG7 5HB  
 

Saturday 30 June 2018 
 

12.30 – 15.30 
  

For this year’s Summer Visit we will be the guests of sculptor John Mills and his wife 

Jo at their home, Hinxworth Place. The house lies within a 1.5 acre woodland garden 

which contains a number of John’s sculptures, and during the visit we will be free to 

explore the grounds at our leisure. Also, from Hinxworth Place you will easily be able 

to walk into the village of Hinxworth and visit the parish church of St Nicholas. 
 

Refreshments will not be laid on so please bring a picnic lunch to eat in the garden. 

There is ample parking space within the grounds.  
 

The visit, of course, is wholly dependent on the weather so if the day should turn out 

to be extremely wet, then be prepared for it to be abandoned at the last minute. 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

 

There is no charge for the visit, but we do ask you to notify us if you wish to attend. 

We would also ask you to make a donation during the visit which we will then pass 

on to John and Jo for them to give to a charity of their choosing.  
 

Please could you send the form below to: 
 

Dr Julie Moore, 6 Thumbwood, Welwyn Garden City, AL7 4QE 

(Email:  j.p.2.moore@herts.ac.uk) 
 

 

Name(s) 

 

Address 

 

        Postcode 

 

 

Tel. No. 

 

Email address 
 

 

As there is no charge for the visit we will not be issuing tickets, but we will 

send out a confirmation that your application has been received. This will be 

done by email. If you do not have email, then please supply a small stamped 

addressed envelope for the receipt of your confirmation. 


