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In the early days of HALH, |ts forerunners the Hertfordshire Local History
Council, had a flying squad, primed and ready to race to the rescue of
any building at risk. Now the BBC reports that a group called Our Heath
Barn is fighting to save a Grade ll listed building in Boxmoor.

The 16" century barn in St John’s Road is one of the oldest buildings in the
village. Apart from its agricultural use, it has served as a home for
generations of local families, a wedding venue and a theatre. Hemel
Hempstead School took over the barn in the late Sixties and converted it
into a music department. Since this moved into a purpose-built block in
2019, the barn has been empty and is now falling into disrepair.

Herts County Council approved plans to convert the barn into private
housing in February, but Our Heath Barn is campaigning to retain it as a
creative and wellbeing community hub. The property goes on the open
market in April, but the group has been given until 11" June to raise funds
to secure the site.

To find out more, visit the group’s website where you can sign up for their
newsletter. They also have a Facebook page with details of the
Crowdfunder appeal. The Heritage Network is supporting the campaign.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cdxdgq4gwx0o
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1251174?section=official-list-entry
https://www.ourheathbarn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/heathbarnboxmoor/
https://heritagetrustnetwork.org.uk/save-heath-barn-boxmoors-hidden-gem/

What’s On in Herts

St Albans & Herts Architectural & Archaeological Society

SAHAAS has posted details of several upcoming talks on Eventbrite. Some
are in person events and some are available online. Check the Eventbrite
listings or SAHAAS’s website for abstracts of the talks, each speaker’s details
and ways to book. Topics include:

e 14 April, Anthony Eden: a reputation revised?

o 21 April, Telford’s route from London to St Albans 200 years on

e 28 April, Women in Intelligence: The Hidden History of Two World Wars
e 12 May, The Creation of a divided island - in Ireland.

e 19 May, On Favourites: the Brilliant Brief Life of the Duke of Buckingham

e 26 May, Into Another Mould? St Albans 1649-1661. What happened after
the Civil Wars.

Three Rivers Museum Trust

Three Rivers Museum holds an Open Day on Saturday 25 April, 10-2. Full
details of the event appear in their own newsletter, which was also attached
to our covering email. The newsletter is a new venture for the museum and is
packed with news from the collection and events around the area. It’s well
worth contacting TRMT to be added to their mailing list.

From Around Hertfordshire
Barley

Police are investigating the theft of valuable silverware from St Margaret of
Antioch Church in Barley. Two chalices, a flagon and a communion plate are
amongst the items of stolen in the afternoon of Saturday 7*" March.

The chalice and plate date from the early-17*" century and are worth around
£23,000 alone. A full report and photographs of the stolen silverware appear
on the BBC news website. The police are appealing for information.

Judy Fryd

Last month’s newsletter carried a report on Mencap’s founder, Judy Fryd,
who was honoured with a blue plaque in Harpenden. An obituary of Mrs Fryd
was published by the Guardian in 2000.

It has now come to light that the family are distantly related to the husband
of our hardworking treasurer, Sheila White! The grandfather of John Herbert
Francis Fryd, Judy Fryd’s husband, was also the great-grandfather of Sheila’s
husband, making them first cousins once removed. In the 1870-80s, Karl Fryd
moved from Copenhagen to Manchester and ran a butter import business.


https://trmt.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/into-another-mould-st-albans-1649-1661what-happened-after-the-civil-wars-tickets-1982610281723?aff=ebdssbdestsearch&_gl=1*ske1j9*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTkxMzQ4OTQ1MC4xNzczODU0OTQ2*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzM4NTQ5NDUkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzM4NTQ5NDUkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.stalbanshistory.org/events/category/events
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg23mm6jp4o
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2000/oct/24/guardianobituaries1

Talks 2026  seerice

Book online

Whether you are an expert or just
curious, find out more about the
area you live in.

7.15pm start

18 March The de Havilland Aircraft
Company - Hertfordshire's
Contribution to Aviation History

with Alistair Hodgson

15 April Fever!
with Sarah Kerrison
20 May 42, The Wildly Improbable Ideas

of Douglas Adams
with Kevin Jon Davies

TBC
17 June

A moment in time - Royston’'s
15 July | Y

glass lantern slides

with Phil Smith

The Arts and Crafts Movement in
16 Sept

North Herts
with Ros Allwood

W.B. Gerish and Hertfordshire’'s
2] Oct Folk Stories

with Matthew Platt

King James and the Gunpowder
1I8NovV  piot

with Dr Alexander Courtney
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Printing Press orguk &2

i
Demo Days

Saturday 7 March
Mother's Day & Easter

Saturday 11 July

Summer Celebration

Saturday 19 September

Royston Arts Festival

Saturday 12 December

Christmas

We're lucky to have a working

Columbian printing press, which
was used to print the town'’s
newspaper for nearly a century.

On our demo days you can work
the press yourself and chat to

our resident printmaker about all
things print!
Drop-in

10am - 4pm

For more
information
visit our
website




Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust

Tour of St Peter’s, Berkhamsted and more!

10.00 am on Saturday 16" May

The ‘large and handsome’ Church of St Peter described by Betjeman was built
in 1222 and is at the heart of the historic market town.

Dr Christopher Green, heritage expert and author of a fascinating history of the
church, will highlight its hidden stories and many treasures.

The day will start with coffee followed by the Church Tour. There will be a pub
lunch and we plan to add a Town Tour in the afternoon.
The lunch is optional and paid individually. The Church Tour is limited to 25
people so book now! More information will be sent after you have booked.

Tickets £10 - Friends of the Trust £8
Book here: https://bedshertshct.org.uk/media/k4akydil/tnp5-booking-form.pdf



https://bedshertshct.org.uk/media/k4akydil/tnp5-booking-form.pdf
https://bedshertshct.org.uk/media/k4akydil/tnp5-booking-form.pdf

Harpenden & District Local History Society

EVENING TALKS 2026

27 Jan Nickey Line Development: David Abernethy

24 Feb Luton Hoo and Harpenden links from the 17th century:
Felicity Brimblecombe

24 Mar Free Tenants in the Middle Ages: Mike Smith

28 Apr Petty Constables: Dr Elaine Saunders

26 May The “Naughty” Vicar and the missing £20,000: Jon Mein
23 Jun “Treasures” of the County Archives: HALS Outreach

22 Sep Religious Migration: Fr Patrick Moriarty
27 Oct The Lord Mayor and the City of London: Dr Alan Punter
17 Nov 170 years of Local News: Matt Adams

own

8pm, High Street Methodist Church,
High Street, Harpenden, AL5 2RU
Topics, venue and date subject to change -
check the website

Free to members and students. Visitors welcome. Booking not required.
Non-members are requested to make a donation: £5. Pay at the door - cash or card.




Harpenden & District Local History Society

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS 2026

In the Museum, to include:

Jan Everyday Life in Edwardian Harpenden

Feb to Apr Harpenden in WWI

May to Jul Interwar Development

Aug to Oct Everyday Life in Interwar Harpenden
Nov to Feb Post WW2 Development

FREE ENTRY

fiLL SPECIHAL EXHIBITIONS
fiRE AT THE MUSTUM IN THE PARX




HELP WANTED

HALH has received an intriguing query from
Dr Nigel Price, who is helping trace the
provenance of the portrait of Kitty Fisher
shown left. Kitty was a famous 18th century
courtesan and her picture was donated to
Canterbury Museum by Gerard Frederick de
Zoete in ¢.1905.

Dr Price is pursuing the portrait’s history
through the donor’s connections to Great
Amwell in Hertfordshire, via the Jackson
family. He sets out the known facts below. If
anyone has information, please contact Dr
Price direct on nprice uk@yahoo.co.uk

Kitty Fisher (1741-1767) was one of the most famous courtesans of the
Georgian Era. As well as associating with prominent figures in London
society she also had a talent for self-publicity (the subtitle of a recent
biography by Joanne Major is “The First Female Celebrity”). She was well
known to the general public and the subject of various fake biographies,
ditties and sketches that appeared in the press. She eventually settled down
to marry an MP in 1765 aged 24, but sadly died a few months later.

Her portrait was painted by various artists of the time, most notably Joshua
Reynolds, and she marketed prints of these. The portrait of her on display in
the National Portrait Gallery and used as the cover of the aforementioned
biography, is however, by an Irish artist, Nathaniel Hone.

In the notes accompanying_Hone’s portrait on the NPG’s website, is a letter
reprinted from a newspaper, The Public Advertiser, dated 10th May 1765,
which appeared after the portrait’s unveiling. Describing the portrait (and
mentioning the “rebus” of a kitten fishing for goldfish) the (anonymous)
writer concludes with a rather starling diatribe - “what a pity it is he did not
make the Rebus complete ...... and place on the other side a Dog snarling - er
- Kitty Fish - er!”. Who wrote and what provoked such a response is not
known (or at least I've not found out).

What is intriguing is that the Beaney Institute in Canterbury has [the above]
portrait of Kitty Fisher attributed to Nathaniel Hone, and this picture has
exactly what the anonymous writer suggests; a snarling canine at Kitty’s
shoulder! This portrait is also used by Kitty Fisher’s, a Mayfair restaurant. As
far as myself and Joanne Major (Kitty’s biographer) are aware, no-one has
previously suggested a link between the two portraits and the angry letter
mentioned above.


mailto:nprice_uk@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portraitExtended/mw02230/Kitty-Fisher?_gl=1*9x0n1c*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTM3NTQ4ODk4LjE3NzQ4Nzg3NDI.*_ga_3D53N72CHJ*czE3NzQ4Nzg3NDIkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzQ4Nzg3NDIkajYwJGwwJGgw

Which is where local history might become involved. The above portrait of
Kitty Fisher with the snarling canine was among several paintings donated to
the Beaney Institute by Gerard de Zoete in 1905-6, and at the time attributed
to Joshua Reynolds. This attribution was later rejected by different
authorities, firstly in 1919 and then in the 1980s (I’'m told by an Art Lecturer
friend that Victorians were renowned for their casual approach to
attributions). The portrait was then later re-attributed by two competent
authorities to Nathaniel Hone.

How Gerard de Zoete came by the portrait is not known. It has been
suggested that the timing of de Zoete’s bequest may relate to the death of
his first wife, Frances Ellen (née Jackson) in 1905. It was further suggested
that the painting (and others) may have been a wedding present to the
happy couple by the bride’s father and that de Zoete was unwilling, or
thought it inappropriate, to retain the painting(s) after his wife’s death (and
perhaps his pending remarriage).

Frances Ellen Jackson’s family were from Hertfordshire. Her father was
Thomas Jackson and the household of the time included a brother (who
married Gerard de Zoete’s sister!) and a (male) cousin who were both at the
London Stock Exchange. It is believed that at at this time the family lived in
Ware Hill House (which no longer stands) roughly where Madgeways Lane is
today, in Great Amwell. Later in the 1880s the Jackson family appear to have
moved to Springfield Place, Chelmsford.

Which is where the trail (currently) ends. If the attribution of the “Snarling
Canine” Kitty Fisher to Nathaniel Hone is correct (one of the two experts says
it “undoubtedly” is), is the portrait Hone’s angry response to the letter writer
in 1765? A short biography describes Hone as “irascible”. Another difficulty is
that Kitty’s eyes are known to have been blue, “cerulean” in the words of one
admirer, but are clearly green-brown in the “Snarling Canine” portrait in the
Beaney Institute. So did Nathaniel Hone re-purpose an incomplete or
discarded canvas in a “rapid response” to his critic?

In trying to discover more about the painting, and whether the wedding
present idea is feasible, it would be good to learn as much as possible about
the late 19" century Jackson family of Hertfordshire / Essex. Was Thomas
Jackson, the pater familias, a known art collector? Is there any trace of a
family art collection? Far-fetched but worth daydreaming about, are there
family records of the time with (surely not!!) a catalogue of paintings
including a “Kitty Fisher” by “Joshua Reynolds”?

Please forward any information to Dr Nigel Price, nprice_uk@yahoo.co.uk

A clearer copy of Canterbury Museum’s portrait is on the Art UK website
See Wikipedia for a short biography and more portraits of Kitty Fisher.



mailto:nprice_uk@yahoo.co.uk
https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/kitty-fisher-17411767-75783/search/2026--keyword:kitty-fisher--referrer:global-search/page/1/view_as/grid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kitty_Fisher

Beyond Hertfordshire

National Archives, Kew

If anyone needs a way of entertaining children or grandchilden over the
Easter holidays, try the National Archives online time-travel adventure. The
five challenges feature resources from the Archive’s collections and are free
to enjoy. The challenges run until December.

TNA also hosts a series of online talks, many of which are free. Subjects
range from influential royal women to the glories of 1966. Full details on
TNA’s events page. For an in-person event, TNA’s Love Letters exhibition -
500 years of devotion, longing, sacrifice and passion - is on until 12* April.

Discover Bucks Museum, Aylesbury

Anyone attending HALH’s 2025 symposium on transport history will recall
Lucy Lawrence’s talk on the archaeology of the HS2 train route across
Buckinghamshire. Some of the items unearthed now feature in a new
immersive exhibition at Discover Bucks Museum. The Saxons tells the stories
of a Princely Burial at Taplow, the Warlord of Marlow and the 122 graves
uncovered by the HS2 works in Wendover. The exhibition includes original
artefacts on show for the first time and filmed re-enactments. It runs until
1st November. See also the recent BBC News item on the discovery.

Chess Valley Archaeological & Historical Society

Everyone is welcome to CVAHS’s Annual General Meeting on Friday, 17*" April
2026 at 8pm at Chesham Town Hall.

The AGM will be followed by the President’s Talk given by Dr Wendy Morrison,
FSA. ‘Our Cross to Bare: Chalk carvings in the Central Chilterns’

The Chalk carvings of the Chilterns are regionally iconic monuments, some
with uncertain origins. In recent decades, the condition of the two Chiltern
crosses have been affected by vegetation encroachment, reducing their
visibility in the landscape. Dr Wendy Morrison will discuss what we know and
don’t know about Whiteleaf and Bledlow crosses and will speak for the first
time about the new scientific dating of the latter.

Dr Morrison is Director of the Chilterns Heritage & Archaeology Partnership,
and Senior Associate Tutor for Archaeology at the Oxford University Dept for

Continuing Education.

£2 for members and £4 for visitors, to be paid by cash or card on the door
and to include coffee, tea and biscuits.

www.cvahs.org.uk



https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/whats-on/events/ministry-of-time-travel-online-mission/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/whats-on/online/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/whats-on/exhibitions/love-letters/
https://www.discoverbucksmuseum.org/whats-on/the-saxons-an-immersive-exhibition-in-buckinghamshire/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyr7r1054mo
http://www.cvahs.org.uk/
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DNA Talk with Donna Rutherford

Research Advice Panel with local experts

| |
FTM Software Societies & Old

Tutorials 7T Archives "~ Postcards
Geneélogical Ask the
Supplies Experts

| | . I
War Medals DNA Advice Books & Maps

Burgess Hall, Westwood Rd

St Ives, PE27 oWU
18 APRIL 10AM-4.50PM

FREE ENTRY

Facebook:rufhsstives2026



On behalf of SizewellC, Oxford Cotswold
Archaeologypresents:
‘Medieval activity around Leiston Abbey: insights
from excavations at Sizewell C'

The archaeological excavations at Sizewell C have afforded the opportunity for investigation
of part of Suffolk’s landscape on an unprecedented scale. The project is revealing remains
of all periods of human history. However, excitingly for the medieval period, areas of
excavation lie relatively close to the first and second sites of Leiston Abbey, or within their
wider hinterlands. As the community of ‘White Canons’ at Leiston held a particularly
compact estate in northeast Suffolk, it is likely that many of the activities represented by
archaeological remains across the sites relate to their influence on the landscape. This talk
presents some of the medieval evidence and finds to date and highlights several themes
that are emerging as we carry on analysis after the fieldwork. We can draw out patterns
from across the areas to find out more about the earlier character of the estate that the
Abbey was granted in the 12th century, how different landscape resources might have been
used through time, why there were changes in how things were organised, and the impact
of climate and coastal change and responses to it.

Presented by Abby Antrobus,Oxford Cotswold Archaeology

Wednesday 29th April 2026, 7pm

Free webinar

To book: https://tinyurl.com/MedievalSizewell



Easter Reading

HALH’s committee is already planning its 2027 symposium on Literary Herts.
The Bennet family in Pride & Prejudice lived at the fictional Longbourn in
Hertfordshire, although more than one person has tried to work out its real
location. Elizabeth stays with friends in Kent over Easter where she receives
Mr Darcy’s shock proposal. There are also shocks and twists galore in two
series of historical mysteries.

& the Great Fire of London. When a body is found in the ruins

y of St Paul’s Cathedral, James Marwood and Catherine
B Lovett are drawn into the investigation. James’s father was
)| disgraced for his anti-monarchist views; Catherine Lovett is
the daughter of a Regicide responsible for the execution of
Charles I. The complex mysteries play out against a
% backdrop of 17™ C politics, the Restoration of the monarchy
and a city’s efforts to rebuild itself.

Robert Ryan’s series begins in 1914. Dr John Watson is
estranged from Sherlock Holmes and has donned a
uniform once more as a major in the Medical Corps. This
first novel is set in the Belgian trenches and field
stations, and is as much about the horrors of the First
World War and hospital conditions, as it is about Watson
struggling to find the Killer. This means the story runs at
a more considered pace than many murder mysteries
with interesting subplots and engaging characters.

British Association for Local History
BALH has several events planned, full details of which can be found at the links
below. Paid-up HALH members receive a discount on BALH tickets so email
membership@halh.org.uk for the code before signing up.

The Historic Towns Trust St Andrews Map

Tuesday 28th April 2026. Online event. A preview of a new Historic Towns Trust
mapping project focused on the historic town of St Andrews.
https://www.balh.org.uk/event-balh-the-historic-towns-trust-st-andrews-
map-2026-04-28

Local History around the Yorkshire Dales

Saturday 2nd May 2026. A one-day, in-person conference in Grassington
exploring the rich local history of the Dales’ landscapes, buildings and people.
https://www.balh.org.uk/yorkshire26

The English merchant community of Western Andalusia (1507-1561)
Wednesday 13th May 2026. Online event. The networks, communities, faith and
politics of people trading in early-16" C Atlantic Andalusia.
https://www.balh.org.uk/event-balh-the-english-merchant-community-of-
western-andalusia-1507-1561-2026-05-13



mailto:membership@halh.org.uk
https://www.balh.org.uk/event-balh-the-historic-towns-trust-st-andrews-map-2026-04-28
https://www.balh.org.uk/event-balh-the-historic-towns-trust-st-andrews-map-2026-04-28
https://www.balh.org.uk/yorkshire26
https://www.balh.org.uk/event-balh-the-english-merchant-community-of-western-andalusia-1507-1561-2026-05-13
https://www.balh.org.uk/event-balh-the-english-merchant-community-of-western-andalusia-1507-1561-2026-05-13
https://thebennetsisters.wordpress.com/2010/03/14/so-where-exactly-is-this-longbourn-place-anyway/

www.balh.org.uk

BRITISH ASSOCIATION
FOR LOCAL HISTORY

Rebellioniand protest.
across sixscentuties

BALIT B2

NOTES AND QUERIES B

C:
SOMERSET AND DORSET

BRITIST ASSOCIATION
FOR LOCAL HISTORY

Saturday 17 October 2026 9.30am - 4.00pm | Sherborne, Dorset

The British Association for Local History is delighted to present a one-day conference, in
association with Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries (SDNQ).

Join us in Sherborne this autumn to explore rebellion, protest and popular resistance from

the Middle Ages through to the twentieth century. From the Peasants’ Revolt in Somerset to
early twentieth-century industrial action, the day will examine how ordinary people have
challenged authority and shaped communities, identities and historical memory.

The programme features a distinguished panel of speakers including Andrew Prescott,

Stephen M. Carter, Steve Poole and Karen Hunt, alongside contributions exploring regional
protest and dissent.

A full day of talks will be accompanied by refreshments and opportunities to engage with
fellow local historians.

Tickets are £20 for BALH members and £25 for non-members. This includes refreshments

but not lunch. There will be space to bring your own lunch, and a range of options are
available in Sherborne.

See our events listing for more local history talks and workshops. www.balh.org.uk



http://www.balh.org.uk/
http://www.balh.org.uk/
http://www.balh.org.uk/

HALH’s Digitisation Project

If you're one of Hertfordshire's many dedicated local historians, you'll have
collected a considerable amount of data on your computer’s hard drive, USB
sticks and other devices. For a local history society, this information might
be split between different members’ devices.

HALS now has the capacity to preserve ‘born digital’ information (see below)
with Preservica software. This means the research stored on your laptop can
be saved for decades to come, and made available to future historians,
rather than lost or deleted.

‘Born digital’ means that the document, image or database was originally
created in digital form. For example, documents typed in ‘Word’, databases
compiled in ‘Excel’, or photographs and videos taken with digital cameras.

Hertfordshire Archives has issued guidance to HALH on the kinds of digital
material it might consider worthy of permanent preservation. Examples are
set out below, and we invite local history societies and independent
researchers to provide us with brief details of any data they hold. For
instance, I've researched the houses in Acacia Avenue and have written up
the history of each one, or I've compiled a database of blacksmiths and
forges in West Herts. We can then give HALS some idea of the type and
quantity of data available.

The data must relate to the history of Hertfordshire, or its residents, and be
held on laptops, passport drives or any other form of electronic/digital
storage device or service. It can include, but is not limited to:
e original research notes, data sets, spreadsheets and analyses of that
data
e scanned photographs of named subjects and scenes - the more
information the better
e images and text files uploaded to websites. (HALS can’t yet preserve
websites in their online form, only their content)
e records of, and collections held by, local history societies
e records of defunct organisations and institutions
» digitised copies of primary source material such as photographs, maps,
plans, letters, diaries and recordings both audio and video
e transcriptions of documents held in the archives where the original is too
damaged to produce.

We’re keen to hear about your research and the data you have available.
We’re also happy to answer any questions at membership@halh.org.uk

Please help HALH and HALS to ensure your research remains
accessible in the future and continues to enrich our
knowledge of Hertfordshire’s history


https://preservica.com/
mailto:membership@halh.org.uk

Why Not Join Our Committee?

We‘re pleased to announce that Philippa
Parker of Letchworth, a former HALH Award
winner, will become Membership Secretary in
May. In recent years, our friendly committee
has also welcomed Jon Mein, Dr Rudi Newman
and Dr Jonathan Mackman, but the 2026 AGM
marks the end of tenure for Dr Alan Thomson,
former HALH Chair Helen Hofton and Dr Elaine
Saunders.

This means our small committee will become
even smaller and we urgently need help to
support our valuable work in promoting local
history across the county.

Helping is also a great deal of fun!

Can you spare a few hours to help with the following roles? All tasks can be
shared by two (or many more) persons and full training will be given.

e organising our well-attended, enjoyable events including the Spring
Meeting, Annual Symposium and summer visits to places of historic
interest.

o Liaising with speakers for our events and popular Winter Lecture series.

e Coordinating Executive Committee meetings five times each year,
preparing the agenda and forwarding it to committee members.

e Taking and formatting the minutes at Executive Committee meetings.

e Writing this local history newsletter (in your chosen form) or
occasionally circulating details of non-HALH events to our mailing list.

e Emailing HALH members with occasional updates.
* Answering email enquiries received via the website.
» Overseeing some of the administrative tasks which come with running a

charity.

If you are able to spare a few hours, or would like to find out more,
please contact membership@halh.org.uk as soon as possible.



mailto:membership@halh.org.uk

	April 2026 Newsletter
	Heath Barn, Boxmoor. © Bryn Holmes, Geograph.co.uk

	What’s On in Herts
	St Albans & Herts Architectural & Archaeological Society
	Three Rivers Museum Trust

	From Around Hertfordshire
	Barley
	Judy Fryd

	Talks 2026
	18 March
	15 April 20 May
	17 June 15 July
	16 Sept
	21 Oct
	18 Nov
	£6 per ticket
	Book online  7.15pm start
	royston museum .org.uk


	Printing Press Demo Days
	Saturday 7 March
	Saturday 11 July
	Saturday 19 September
	Saturday 12 December Christmas


	Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust
	Tour of St Peter’s, Berkhamsted and more!
	Harpenden & District Local History Society
	Harpenden & District Local History Society
	HELP WANTED
	Which is where local history might become involved. The above portrait of Kitty Fisher with the snarling canine was among several paintings donated to the Beaney Institute by Gerard de Zoete in 1905-6, and at the time attributed to Joshua Reynolds. This attribution was later rejected by different authorities, firstly in 1919 and then in the 1980s (I’m told by an Art Lecturer friend that Victorians were renowned for their casual approach to attributions). The portrait was then later re-attributed by two competent authorities to Nathaniel Hone.
	How Gerard de Zoete came by the portrait is not known. It has been suggested that the timing of de Zoete’s bequest may relate to the death of his first wife, Frances Ellen (née Jackson) in 1905. It was further suggested that the painting (and others) may have been a wedding present to the happy couple by the bride’s father and that de Zoete was unwilling, or thought it inappropriate, to retain the painting(s) after his wife’s death (and perhaps his pending remarriage).
	Frances Ellen Jackson’s family were from Hertfordshire. Her father was Thomas Jackson and the household of the time included a brother (who married Gerard de Zoete’s sister!) and a (male) cousin who were both at the London Stock Exchange. It is believed that at at this time the family lived in Ware Hill House (which no longer stands) roughly where Madgeways Lane is today, in Great Amwell. Later in the 1880s the Jackson family appear to have moved to Springfield Place, Chelmsford.
	Which is where the trail (currently) ends. If the attribution of the “Snarling Canine” Kitty Fisher to Nathaniel Hone is correct (one of the two experts says it “undoubtedly” is), is the portrait Hone’s angry response to the letter writer in 1765? A short biography describes Hone as “irascible”. Another difficulty is that Kitty’s eyes are known to have been blue, “cerulean” in the words of one admirer, but are clearly green-brown in the “Snarling Canine” portrait in the Beaney Institute. So did Nathaniel Hone re-purpose an incomplete or discarded canvas in a “rapid response” to his critic?
	In trying to discover more about the painting, and whether the wedding present idea is feasible, it would be good to learn as much as possible about the late 19th century Jackson family of Hertfordshire / Essex. Was Thomas Jackson, the pater familias, a known art collector? Is there any trace of a family art collection? Far-fetched but worth daydreaming about, are there family records of the time with (surely not!!) a catalogue of paintings including a “Kitty Fisher” by “Joshua Reynolds”?
	Please forward any information to Dr Nigel Price, nprice_uk@yahoo.co.uk
	A clearer copy of Canterbury Museum’s portrait is on the Art UK website See Wikipedia for a short biography and more portraits of Kitty Fisher.
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